
Ad hoc Westside Waterfront Steering Committee nominee bios 
 
Mike Gilson 
Mike is retired, after a 46-year career with Bank of Sturgeon Bay/Baylake Bank/Nicolet 
Bank and currently serves on the board of directors. He is a board member of the Door 
County Maritime Museum (Finance Committee); the Boys & Girls Club of Door County 
(Finance Committee); the Clearing Folk School; and the DCEDC Revolving Loan Fund 
committee. He serves on the City’s Plan Commission. Mike was born and raised in 
Sturgeon Bay. 
 
Laurel Hauser 
I serve on the City of Sturgeon Bay Common Council and am a member of the Plan 
Commission, Waterfront Redevelopment Authority, Library Board, and am chair of the 
Parks and Recreation Committee. I am the Managing Editor of the Washington Island 
Observer newspaper and, prior to that, was the Communications Director and the 
Director of Charitable Giving for the Door County Land Trust for many years. I co-chaired 
and raised funds for the Sturgeon Bay Skatepark Initiative and have served on numerous 
local nonprofit boards including American Folklore Theatre, the Door County Women’s 
Fund, Sturgeon Bay Moravian Church Board of Trustees, and, along with my husband, 
John, chaired the YMCA $2.5M endowment campaign.  
 
Ryan Hoernke 
I am the Director of Finance and Technical Operations at Fincantieri Bay Shipbuilding. In 
this role, I lead the finance, quality assurance, engineering, and production planning & 
control departments. I have been with FBS for over 5 years, and prior to that I came 
from the banking industry. (Both in operations and corporate finance) I serve as the 
chair for a large non-profit organization here in the county, and I have been a member 
of the Waterfront Redevelopment Authority for the past two years. I anticipate bringing 
my experience in finance, strategic investment analysis, business operations, and 
technical planning to the committee, but I hope to provide thoughtful insights and 
positively contribute to the group and the community’s vision for the West Side 
Waterfront. Thank you for the opportunity to help. 
 
Caitlin Oleson 
Caitlin is the Associate at the Climate Collaborative. Prior to the Climate Collaborative, 
Caitlin worked primarily in the nonprofit sector with targeted audiences around civic 
and voter engagement. Most recently, she was contracted by the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay to undertake a feasibility analysis for a research station in the bay 
of Green Bay. During this time, she has enjoyed opportunities to build relationships and 
engage stakeholders in Wisconsin. This includes being the founder of NexGen, Door 
County's young professional organization. Caitlin attended Eugene Lang College, The 
New School and went on to receive a Masters of Science in Nationalism Studies in the 
School of Social and Political Science from the University of Edinburgh. A Gibraltar 
graduate, Caitlin is proud to call Sturgeon Bay home. 



 
Erich Pfeifer 
Erich is the President and CEO of Marine Travelift Inc, Shuttelift, and Exactech Inc. 
companies under the parent company of Exactech Holdings. He manages the day to day 
operations as well as setting the strategic direction of the company. Additionally, he also 
ensures that the daily business operations of the corporation align with its vision, 
mission, and goals. Erich has been at Marine Travelift for over 15 years and has learned 
the business starting out in the sales side of the operation. Erich grew up in the 
Milwaukee area and attended Marquette University where he graduated with a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering. Currently he lives in Sturgeon Bay Wisconsin with his wife 
Barbara and two dogs. In 2011 Erich graduated from UW Madison Business School 
Executive MBA program and transition from sales to the leadership roles currently held 
within Exactech Holdings and Marine Travelift. In his spare time Erich enjoys boating, 
fishing, cross country skiing and golf. 
 
 
Sara Powers 
I am a graduate of Sturgeon Bay High School and a recent graduate of the University of 
Minnesota (with a Master of Architecture). Throughout my graduate education, I 
worked as an architectural designer at Collage Architects and was a teaching assistant 
for the U of M College of Design. I now am an adjunct faculty member at the U (starting 
this fall, I will teach an undergraduate architectural drawing course), and I will very soon 
be working professionally at an architecture firm here in Minneapolis. My Master's Final 
Project was focused on an adaptive reuse proposal for the Teweles & Brandeis Granary 
and its waterfront site (follow this link for the final project 
summary: https://issuu.com/sarapowers/docs/powers_mfp_proposal_pages).  
 
Based on my familiarity with the area (and the current events associated with the 
westside waterfront), my design experience, the breadth of research collected during 
my thesis, and my professional connections throughout the Twin Cities, I believe I can 
be a valuable member of the Adhoc Westside Waterfront Planning Committee. My 
thesis proposal represents one of a multitude of possibilities for reimagining our 
waterfront; I am very excited to have the opportunity to discuss the countless others in 
the coming months.  
 
David Schanock 
David Schanock is the Vice President/CFO of Roen Salvage Company. His duties at Roen 
Salvage include: oversee economic strategy and forecasting, monitor and direct the 
implementation of strategic business plans, develop financial and tax strategies, monitor 
and maintain appropriate risk management measures, oversee human resources, and 
new business development. Prior to Roen Salvage Company, Mr. Schanock spent over 
13 years working in Chicago within the Investment Banking sector (Cantor Fitzgerald, 
Wespath Investment Management, Credit Suisse, and Fitch Ratings) with experience in 
structuring and negotiating complex debt deals, conduit loans, CMBS bonds, agency 

https://issuu.com/sarapowers/docs/powers_mfp_proposal_pages


loans, LIHTC, NMTC, TIF and bridge financing. His background includes debt 
underwriting, modeling, risk management, asset management, complex loan workouts, 
market research and new business development. He has extensive knowledge of equity 
real estate investments and structures through prior work experience and personal 
investments. He has a BBA in Finance, Investment & Banking and Real Estate & Urban 
Land Economics from the University of Wisconsin – Madison. 
 
Jim Schuessler  
Jim Schuessler is a native of Oconto Falls, WI. He received a Bachelor of Science degree 
from UW-Platteville in 1984, with a double major in Television Advertising & 
Management and Television Production plus a minor in Business Administration. For 
two decades, he was employed by Gocom Communications, where he rose from entry-
level sales to CEO of a television company with revenues in excess of $400 million. Upon 
the sale of Gocom, he and his family returned to Wisconsin, in Northern Oconto County, 
so that his three children could complete their education in the positive educational 
environment found here in Wisconsin. 
  
Seeking ways to help make a difference, in 2011, Schuessler joined Forest County 
Economic Development Partnership, serving as the executive director for the start-up 
organization. In 2014, he left FCEDP to serve as business development manager for 
Sheboygan County Economic Development Corporation with a focus on entrepreneurial 
development, community development, workforce development, and business 
retention and expansion. 
  
Now a resident of Sturgeon Bay, he is certified as an Economic Development Finance 
Professional by the National Development Council and has completed the coursework 
necessary for certification as a Certified Economic Developer by the International 
Economic Development Council.  
 
Mark Schuster 
I’m humbled and excited to be part of the Westside Waterfront Planning Committee. I 
believe the best way for our community to grow and move forward on this important 
property is to have frank and open discussions that involve a diverse group of our 
community’s citizens. l am the owner of Bay Shore Outfitters, which has been located on 
the Greater Westside of Sturgeon Bay since 2009 and sits directly across from this 
parcel. I serve on the City’s Historic Preservation Commission, and am a former member 
of St. Peters Lutheran school board. Since 2012 I have been a board member of The 
Sturgeon Bay Visitors Center and its board president in 2015 and 2016. The Sturgeon 
Bay Visitors Centers mission statement reads “Our mission is to market Sturgeon Bay as 
a year-round destination and promote our city as a premier community to live, shop and 
play.” I hope to bring that mission, my over 20 years in business and my sincere passion 
for the community of Sturgeon Bay to this committee. 
 
Stephanie Trenchard 



StephanieTrenchard has worked as a professional artist for over 30 years. Along with 
her husband, artist Jeremy Popelka, Trenchard has owned and operated Popelka 
Trenchard Glass, which is a working glass studio and small gallery in downtown Sturgeon 
Bay, since 1997, while continuing to create, exhibit and teach internationally and 
nationally. She is on the Board of Directors of the Peninsula School of Art in Fish Creek. 
She holds a BFA from Illinois State University and her work is in the public collections of 
the Museum of Wisconsin Art, Alverno College, and the Bergstrom Museum of Glass. 
She has taught workshops and classes at: Corning Glass School (NY), Pratt Fine Art 
Center (Seattle 2010), and University of Wisconsin, (Madison, 2009 & Stevens Point, 
2014). In 2017 she and Popelka helped to create a glass academy in Bangkok that is now 
affiliated with Silkaporn University, Thailand. She and Popelka have two children, 
Madeline (26) and Jackson (24) who are both working in Madison, Wisconsin after 
graduating form Yale University and UW Madison respectively.  
 
 
 
 


